


Art A level Transition Work  

This bridging work is designed to support you to make the step up between GCSE and A Level in the 
study of Art A level . The nature of the subject fosters an independent approach to studying so it is 
beneficial to get started with projects and ideas that are of interest to you and that you are motivated 
to explore. It will be key to find artists and ideas that you think will inspire you as a starting point to 
give you something to work with. 

It is also important to read around the subject, which you can begin by completing the research 
activities below and looking at the suggestions for further reading. 

Reading List :  

Have a look at these books , these offer a good foundation on general key movements in Art and will 
also give you ideas to think about in relation to Art’s role in society.  Please make notes and 
annotations when you read any chapters in your sketchbook, gather quotes, ideas and scribbles 
from key aspects on the content of what you are reading so that you can bring these into your future 
studies and practical work.   

• ‘Ways of Seeing’ - John Berger 

• ‘Think Like an Artist’ - Will Gompertz 

• ‘The Story of Art’ - E. H Gombrich  

• ‘Playing to the Gallery’ - Grayson Perry 

• ‘On Sculpture ‘ - Anthony Gormley



Research and Respond : Land Art  

1) Choose at least one artist from the list of different Land 
Artists in the powerpoint to research. Some will be challenging to 
you but choose one that will make you work in a different way. 

2) Find out about their work. Produce at least an A3 page of 
research on their work.  

3) Use this research to make your own piece of Land Art - 
ideally working out of doors in some way if you can . Don’t worry  if 
you are restricted with materials - use your creativity to generate 
ideas of working in an artists style , playing with shapes and 
patterns.  

4) Photograph the work to bring to school in Sept . You can show 
experimentation of this in your own journal too as you develop the 
piece of Land Art and record its construction.  

For the A Level in year 12 other movements and styles of art will 
be explored with materials but hopefully Land Art will be a good 
way for you to start, as you can be creative with materials you 
have to hand. We hope it will also enable you to get outside in 
some sunshine as it gets warmer and make work out of doors! 




Practical Task : Making and keeping a personal Journal  

Produce your own journal /sketchbook for the summer term 
that documents and develops your experience of life in 
lockdown in an artistic way. Self reflection is a key component 
of working as an artist so making your own creative response 
will help you generate ideas that you can build on in your 
personal investigation in year 12 and 13. 


Look at the powerpoint attached for ideas and inspiration - you 
can make sketchbooks from old books by whiting out pages 
with paint and collaging into them or using old scarps of paper 
and folding them into concertina’s . There are plenty of ideas on 
the powerpoint and online if you need help. 


Now is the time to develop practical skills so plenty of drawing 
in different media will develop your confidence and help you 
make a good start whatever course of study you will embark on 
as the Autumn terms approaches. 


We look forward to seeing your personal journal when you join 
us in September as a way of sharing ideas and inspiration 
together. 



