
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 TOPICS 

YEAR 1 Education 
SPD 

Health 
TRW 

Research Methods 
SPD & TRW 

YEAR 2 Crime & Deviance 
SPD 

Beliefs in Society 
TRW 

Theory & Methods 
SPD & TRW 

SOCIOLOGY // SUBJECT PREPERATION 
Sociology refers to the study of the development, structure and functioning of society. We are interested in all aspects of society; education, 

healthcare, employment, crime and deviant behaviour, and religion – to name a few. We are interested in how all of these aspects of 
society work together (or not) and how they contribute to the benefit – or to the detriment, of society. 

Sociology is an incredible subject, and a lot of the time what we are discussing and learning about has a very current presence in 
the media and society. In terms of how best to prepare yourself for the course, we have put together a series of activities, resources, 
and videos which you can engage with, as well as some general information about the course. We are more than happy to answer 
any questions you may have in regard to the course itself via email, however hopefully a lot should be answered here! 

We work with the AQA specification for the course, using the 
textbook on the right. A copy of this will be provided to you 
at the start of next year, so there is no need to go out and 

buy your own copy – unless you really want to that is!  

THE TEXTBOOK 

WHAT YOU WILL BE STUDYING 

During the course, we will look at areas such as educational inequality and stereotyping, inequalities in health and pharmaceutical 
companies involvement in the creation of diseases, the criminal justice system and patterns of criminal behaviour, as well as 
religious organisations such as churches, denominations, sects, cults, New Religious Movements, and New Age Movements! 



  

GENDER Are some genders more likely to 
experience illness than others? 

Are some genders more likely to 
commit crime than others? 

Are some genders more likely to 
be diagnosed with a mental 

illness?  

ETHNICITY Are some ethnicities more likely to 
experience prejudice in education? 

Is all ethnic stereotyping negative 
in education? 

Why are some ethnicities 
discriminated against in regard to 

crime? 

CLASS Are some classes more likely to 
experience illness than others? 

Are some classes more likely to 
experience prejudice in education? 

Are some classes more religious 
than others? Why? 

CRIME & 
DEVIANCE 

What makes something criminal? 
What makes something deviant? 

Why do people commit crime? 
Can something that is criminal not 
be seen as deviant? What examples 

can you think of? 

HEALTH What does it mean to be 
“healthy”? Is this idea universal? 

Are all “physical” illnesses real? 
Do we view all illnesses the same 

way? 

RELIGION Are we really becoming less 
religious? 

Why are sects and cults so 
attractive to some people? 

Is religion a positive or negative 
force in society? 

MENTAL ILLNESS Are all mental illnesses real? 
Are there gender, ethnic and class 

specific disorders? 
How easy is it to convince a doctor 

that you have schizophrenia? 

EDUCATION Are students labelled? Is this label 
always negative? 

What are subcultures, and what 
types exist in education amongst 

pupils?  

Why is there a significant 
difference in educational 

achievement between groups? 

QUESTIONS TO FIND ANSWERS TO 

Below is a table showing some of the themes we look at on the course – as well as some “bigger picture” areas we as 
sociologists consider. Here are some questions for you to think about – or research! At the very least, they’ll make for some 
interesting dinner table discussion! 

Below are some activities, videos, Netflix shows, books, and websites to visit to entertain yourself, as well as learn more about 
Sociology! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

YOUTUBE VIDEOS 

TED TALKS 

TED Talks are a fantastic resource for you to access – and it’s entirely free. They are presentations/lectures given by experts in 
their field, across a whole variety of topics. If you find one that you think is interesting – email it to us!  

There are hundreds of videos on 
every aspect of sociology on 

YouTube, but to give you some of 
our favourites… 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m sure that for some of you – some of these shows will already be on your radar. If you haven’t already checked 
them out, it’s worth having a gander!  

NETFLIX 

A police-eye view of a 
town in America in serious 

crisis. 
 

A town which was 
booming 50 years ago, has 

now become plague by 
disinvestment, depopulation, 
urban decay, drugs, poverty, 
health crises and a heck of 

a lot of serious crime. 
 

Looks at why crime occurs, 
and methods of dealing 

with it – including a zero-
tolerance approach to 

crime. 
 

A bizarre, but terribly 
interesting documentary 
series about some people 

suffering from some strange 
illnesses and conditions. 

Allergies to electricity and 
dust, chronic fatigue, 
microwave sensitivity.  

 
Are their conditions real – or 
are they all in their heads? 
You decide! Touches upon 

societies reaction to different 
illnesses, and how accepting 
we are of bizarre conditions. 

A slightly scary look into 
the world of when 

healthcare goes wrong – 
particularly with surgeries. 

 
Surgical gloves, instruments, 
sponges left inside bodies, 
as well as malpractice in 

hospitals. 
 

We place our trust and faith 
into healthcare 

professionals…but they 
make mistakes too. And 

sometimes, in some places, 
more frequently than we 

would like… 

A fantastic documentary 
looking at the historical, 

societal, political and cultural 
development of 

criminalisation and racism 
towards African Americans.  

 
Offers an interesting 

explanation as to why there 
are greater numbers of 

African Americans 
incarcerated than other 

ethnic groups. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Here are our book recommendations! Some may be easier to find than others, however summaries and extracts can be 
found online for free!   

We look at this research quite 
closely later in the course but 

focuses around one researcher’s 
participation and observation of 
a Chicago based gang. Discusses 

ideas of crime and identity! 

BOOKS 

Deals with masculine identity, 
and the violent world of 

working as a bouncer in the 
70’s, as means of expressing 
masculinity. Tough to get a 

hold of – but worth it! 

A fascinating insight into a 
prestigious and elite high 
school, and how the members 
of the new elite face the 
opening of society, while still 
preserving the advantages that 
allow them to rule. 

A must read for anyone 
interested in working within 
a healthcare – a first-hand 
account of working as a 
junior doctor, discussing 
issues of inequality, and 
issues facing the NHS.  

Any questions regarding the course, or anything you have seen/read that you want to share, send us an email! 
 
Hoping you and your families are well and safe, and looking forward to seeing you all for Sociology next year! 
 

- Mrs Shepherd & Mr Walker 


