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Exam Board: OCR Explaining the Modern World A J410

To find out more about this course please follow the link below.
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207163-specification-accredited-gcse-history-a-first-
teaching-2019-with-first-assessment-2021-j410.pdf

Autumn Taught Content

War and British Society ¢.790 to ¢.2010 (J410/10)

This British thematic study focuses on the relationship between war and society over a long
period of British history, ¢.790 to ¢.2010. This includes a broad sweep of time which covers
the impact of different types of warfare (including defence from invasion, conquest and civil
war). Covering 1000 years, the thematic study is a different type of historical practice from
the depth studies and even the period Study. The broad sweep of time covered by the unit
precludes the listing of specific events in the manner of other parts of the specification.
Therefore, the study is divided into three eras and these eras are divided into broad sections.
The eras and sections have been chosen as vehicles through which learners can investigate a
number of key themes.

Themes:

- Different types of war

« Attitudes and responses to war

« Impacts of war on people

« Impacts of war on government and politics

c.790-c.1500

Viking raids on Anglo-Saxon England 790-1066: impact of the raids; responses to the raids.
The Norman Conquest: English resistance; the establishment of Norman control under
William [; the establishment of the Feudal system; the extent of the impact of the changes
introduced by the Normans on different levels of society. Feudal society ¢.1100-1215: feudal
relationship between monarchs and barons; breakdowns in the relationship under Stephen
1135- 1154 and John 1214-1216. Significance of war in medieval society ¢.1290—-c.1450:
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changing nature of war and its effects; development and adaptation of feudal service;
financial cost of war; impact on populations where armies fought or were stationed.

¢.1500-¢.1750

Elizabeth I's wars with Spain in Europe and in the new world, their impact on the prestige
and power of the monarch and relations with Parliament; the actions of English privateers,
including their impact on the security, economy and the people of England. Warfare on the
English-Scottish borders and its impact on border society ¢.1500—c.1600. The Civil Wars of
1642-1651 in England, Scotland and Ireland: the nature of these wars; their impact on the
people of England, Scotland and Ireland. The Jacobite Wars 1715 and 1745: the impact on
Scotland of the repression of the Jacobites.

Spring Taught Content

€.1750-¢.2010

Imperial wars in the 18th and early 19th centuries: gains made in Seven Years War (1756—
1763) and their effects on Britain. Wars against Revolutionary / Napoleonic France and
subsequent effects on British society and politics. Imperial conflicts in the second half of the
19th century: effects of the Crimean War; Boer Wars 1880-1881 and 1899-1902. The First
and Second World Wars: the beginnings of ‘total war’, including the impact on people’s
lives, increased state power and the changing relationship between the state and the

people. Post-1945 conflicts - impacts and popular responses: Cold War and Britain in the
1950s and 1960s; IRA campaigns 1969-1994; the Iraqg War 2003; terrorist threats and counter
measures post-2003.

In the second half-term pupils will revise the units covered in Year 10: Germany 1925-55,
International Relations 1918-75, Personal Rule to Restoration 1629-60 and Castles: Form and
Function ¢.1000 — c.1750.

Summer Taught Content
Revision and Exams

Pupils will continue to revise across the three exam papers in preparation for their
exams.



Assessment

There are 2 assessments per half-term, the first is a marked piece of work, it could be a
poster, presentation or a written answer. The second is a more formal end of unit exam.
There will also be a mock exam in January and the real GCSE exams in May/June.

Homework Expectations

Homework is set every 2 weeks.

Reading List

OCR GCSE History Explaining the Modern World: Modern World History Period and Depth
Studies (OCR GCSE History Explaining Modern World) by Ben Walsh

OCR GCSE History Explaining the Modern World: War & Society, Personal Rule to
Restoration and the Historic Environment (OCR GCSE History Explaining Modern World)

My Revision Notes: OCR GCSE (9-1) History A: Explaining the Modern World, Second Edition
by Aly Boniface , Catherine Priggs, et al.
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