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Headteacher's Update 

At this time of year I often look out of my window at the end of the school day and I am 

shocked that it is so dark outside. 

It feels in these dark days of December that very hour of light is during the school day and 

that everything else we do happens in the gloom. School is the brightest part of the 

day.  This reminds me of the Gospel of John; not just chapter 1, verse 5 where we are told 

that a light shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it, but also in 8:12 

when Jesus tells us that he is ‘the light of the world anyone who follows me will not be 

walking in the dark but will have the light of life.’ 

I am so proud to be part of this school community, it feels every day even in the physical and 

metaphorical darkness, this community brings new light. While striving to make the world a 

better place our young people accomplish amazing achievements which make this school 

the incredible blessing it is. The amazing sums of money raised for charity, the donations to 

Gatehouse, the way in which our young people treat one another shows, I believe, what it 

means to follow Jesus in the light.  As we celebrate Christ’s Nativity and the bringing of light 

to the world at Christmas, I wanted to share how wonderful it is to be part of something so 

bright in these dark days.  



Mrs Senior 

Christmas Lunch 

A big thanks to Lisa and her kitchen team who served 507 Christmas Lunches on Wednesday 

over three sittings!!  

The festivities started in period 3 with Years 7 & 8, the hall was full and buzzing with 

Christmas cheer and excitement, the students all sat at the tables which were laid with 

napkins and crackers and were served their Christmas Lunch my members of staff and the 

sixth form. They were also entertained by the sixth form singing Christmas Karaoke! 

The second sitting over lunch was for years 9, 10 and 11 and this was a slightly quieter affair 

and many of the students joined in with the karaoke. 

The final sitting was for the sixth formers who took advantage of the fact they were last to 

eat by finishing off the remaining sprouts. 

Thank you to all the staff and sixth form who helped serve, clear and wash-up. 

Mr Taylor 

 



 

 

Successful Gatehouse Collection 

Thank you everyone for your fantastic support, together as a community we have gathered 

an incredible amount of food for the people who are going to struggle across the coming 

months. The team at Gatehouse were as grateful as ever!  

A small team of us packed the minibus and delivered your gifts it was a pleasure and an 

honour to be part of your generosity!  

Happy Christmas and a joyful New Year to you all!  

Matt  



 

 

 



Careers Talk 

Careers Talk: From Newspapers to YouTube... and the fun along the way! 

On Tuesday 17th December, we were delighted to welcome former student, Kate McGreavy, 

back to St. Benedict's to talk about her career path after Sixth Form. And what a career path 

it has been! Following the successful completion (in 2013) of her A Level studies in English, 

Geography, Sociology and Spanish, Kate gained a First Class Honours degree in Journalism at 

The University of Sheffield. Kate has spent a year in New York as a Sports journalist and now 

manages written, video, audio and social media content as Sports Editor for one of the 

biggest publishers in the world, The Mail (online).  

Kate shared her career highlights with us and her unforgettable interview with Jurgen Klopp 

- as a Liverpool fan, this was a magic moment for Kate! Students loved the interactive nature 

of the talk, guessing how many views different sports articles online had received. They 

learned how Kate's team constantly strived to create new ways of engaging their audience 

through TikTok, Instagram and YouTube, all of which have become key platforms for 

journalists. Kate's next assignment is the Fury vs Usyk Boxing match this weekend - not 

always a sociable time to be working, but she assured us that the excitement usually makes 

up for that! 

To top an excellent Talk, Kate showed us her England Cap for Women's Futsal, which she 

earned representing England at World Cup qualifiers in Moldova just a few weeks ago. 

We very much look forward to another visit from Kate in 2025 

Miss Hahn  

 

 



Year 9 Netball 

The year 9s played Newmarket on Tuesday this week and won 7-4! We had a big squad of 

girls and they all played really well together for their final match of the season. Izzy Nutt 

played really well at GD, stopping the ball from entering the D on many occasions! Also some 

great movement of the ball up the court from Alanna Evans and Imogen Grove. 

We also played Stowmarket last week but lost 7-5. This was a close game and the girls did 

extremely well considering the poor weather conditions! Some great shooting in both games 

from Lily Smith and defending from Kitty Cooper and Florence Gibbs. 

We will be continuing netball club for years 9,10 and 11 after Christmas so I hope to see all 

the girls there each week and I will hopefully get some friendly games in the calendar for 

them! 

Mrs Wright 

 



Fundraising for Zimbabwe 

 



 

Thank You 

A big thank you to Rougham Estate who have very kindly provided us with our beautiful 

Christmas Tree this year. 



 

Bridge the Gap 

 



GCSE Pod 

 

Well done to all of our Year 11 students for completing their mock exams. Exam feedback 

sessions may have revealed some areas that need a bit more attention. GCSEPod is an 

excellent way of addressing any topics that would benefit from a bit more revision during 

the Christmas holidays. 

Parent Resources 

New to Hockey 

Bury St Edmunds Hockey Club are running a series of hockey sessions aimed at children who 

would like to have a go at hockey, if you would like to book, please click on this link: 

Click to book 

https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-fwU4y3PyXEbKVBnZ31WyMC2yGhLYgQNeBvUvWNQolEmCzQ/viewform?pli=1


 

Reporting Absences 

Reporting your child’s absence 

If your child is unwell or has an appointment e.g. dentist/doctor could you please leave a 

message by 9.00am including the reason for the absence via: 

Phone: 01284 753512  and Choose option 1: 

And then choose option 1 for students in year 7-11 and option 2 for students in the sixth 

form 

OR 

Email: attendance@st-benedicts.suffolk.sch.uk 

For information on what to do if your child has COVID-like symptoms please see the 

following link for NHS guidance: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

If you do not inform us by 9.00am or use the above phone/email address, it will be highly 

likely that you will receive a text alert at home or at work. Please note the school operates 

a first-day response to absences. 

mailto:attendance@st-benedicts.suffolk.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


If, in exceptional circumstances, you need to request permission for your child to be absent 

from school during term time, you should complete a leave of absence application form 

(please see link below), at least three weeks in advance, stating the reason why the absence 

must be taken in term time. Please note that the Fixed Penalty Fine is now £80 per legal 

guardian for unauthorised absences of 10 sessions (5 days) or more. 

https://www.st-benedicts.suffolk.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=74&type=pdf 

Thank you very much. 

Mrs Wesley - Attendance Officer 

Dates for your Diary 

 

6 January  - PD Day 

7 January  - PD Day 

8 January  - Students back in school 

16 January  - Careers Talk  - The role of the Physician Associate with James Catton 

https://www.st-benedicts.suffolk.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=74&type=pdf


Contact Us 

 

St Benedict's Catholic School 

Beetons Way 

Bury St Edmunds, IP32 6RH 

01284 753512 

enquiries@st-benedicts.suffolk.sch.uk 

www.st-benedicts.suffolk.sch.uk   

https://www.st-benedicts.suffolk.sch.uk/
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