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English Speaking Union Sixth Form Public Speaking Semi-Finals 

On Wednesday evening, from 7.30 to 9.45, Anotidaishe Bhauti from year 12 battled it out for 

a place in the final of this prestigious regional contest. Students from Chelmer Valley High 

School in Essex, the Perse in Cambridge, Colchester County High School for Girls, and Sandon 

School near Chelmsford and Farrington School in Kent spoke via Zoom on a wide range of 

interesting topics and answered searching questions from their opponents and the judges. 

Ano spoke again about greatness, but using a new range of exemplars and making new 

points about how greatness can be subverted by ambition or ego.  

Having watched his impassioned performance and listened to the masterful construction of 

his argument, I was unsurprised but delighted that he was one of two students to progress 

into the final next Wednesday evening. A proud achievement for Anotidaishe, and for St 

BenedictΩs. 

Victoria James 



Reading Week and World Book Day 

 

This week has been the latest Reading Week at St BenedictΩs, which has seen students taking 

part in a variety of reading-related activities. On Tuesday 4th March, students from the 

schoolΩs Book Club went on an author visit to Culford School where they were lucky enough 

to meet Benjamin Dean, the author of one of the special World Book Day books for 2025 

and received a copy of this book: ΨThis Story is a LieΩ. In addition, students in Years 7 and 8 

were given the opportunity in their English lessons to review books and be entered into a 

prize draw to win a copy of the books they reviewed.  

The highlight of the week was World Book Day on Thursday 7th March, which saw staff and 

students dressing up as their favourite book characters. Some teachers even stayed in 

costume for the Year 10 ParentsΩ Evening, which may have raised a few eyebrows. During the 

day, storytellers visited all students in Years 7-10 to read a short story. At lunchtime, students 

took part in a Reading Quest in the library, with Owais Isswiasi and David Olugbemi from 8A 

emerging the winners of the £10 book token. 

Finally, during the week tutor groups were invited to take part in the Masked Reader Quiz 

and the Silver Foil Sculpture Challenge. The results for these competitions will be announced 

next week. 

Mrs Oakes 



 

 


