On Tuesday 18th March, three of our Year 12 French A Level students represented St Benedict’s Sixth Form in the regional ‘Joutes Oratoires’ competition, organised by l’Institut Français. Ten teams from seven different sixth form providers participated. Adam O’Flynn, Viktoria Pawlowska and Mia Turner had to prepare three motions – 
1. La diaspora est le moteur du succès de la musique francophone dans le monde (The diaspora is the driver of success for Francophone music in the world).
2. Le Service Civique devrait être obligatoire pour tous les jeunes (National Service should be compulsory for all young people).
3. On devrait interdire l’utilisation de la technologie de reconnaissance faciale dans les espaces publics (Facial recognition technology should be banned in public spaces).
The students had to prepare two minute presentations both for and against each of the motions as they didn’t know until the last minute which side of the motion they had to defend. Immediately afterwards, they conduct a four minute ‘strife’ against each of their opponents where arguments go back and forth between the competitors, and then finally a conclusion is presented to the adjudicators. All this in French and with only 100 words for notes. 
Adam, Mia and Viktoria did very well, winning both their debates against Abbeygate College and Haileybury School in the first round and beating Haileybury School (again) in the second round to get a place in the final against Framlingham College. The final required them to plan in 15 minutes the unseen motion ‘Est-ce qu’aujourd’hui les femmes en France ont suffisamment de droits?’ (Do women in France today have sufficient rights) Our students had to argue ‘for’ the motion, and although a tightly fought contest, they very narrowly lost out to Framlingham. 
All three were commended for their fluency, quality of language, ideas, sportsmanship and general demeanour. Although they did not participate due to being on a trip, special mention goes to our two other Year 12 French A Level students, Carl Conway and Ella Wray who helped in preparing the team for the competition.
Félicitations l’équipe!
Mr Richmond & the MFL team

