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This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. 
It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year.
School overview
	Detail
	Data

	Number of pupils in school
	973

	Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils
	12.4% (Ofsted 2025)

	Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan covers (3-year plans are recommended – you must still publish an updated statement each academic year)
	2024-2027

	Date this statement was published
	

	Date on which it will be reviewed
	December 2026

	Statement authorised by
	December 2025

	Pupil premium lead
	Kevin Murphy

	Governor / Trustee lead
	Sarah Farr


Funding overview
	Detail
	Amount

	Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year
	£124,110.00

	Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years (enter £0 if not applicable)
	£0

	Total budget for this academic year
If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this funding, state the amount available to your school this academic year
	£124,110


Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Statement of intent
	Our vision as a school centres particularly on the Gospel values of Wisdom, Compassion and Resilience and our curriculum reflects these values and principles. These values ensure that young people achieve the full potential God has for them, irrespective of ability, background, or personal circumstances. 
Improve progress and attainment 
This is the key principle of Pupil Premium. Our intention is that all pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they face, make good progress and achieve high attainment across the curriculum, particularly in EBacc subjects. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve this goal, including progress for those who are already high attainers.
We will consider the challenges faced by vulnerable pupils, such as those who have a social worker and young carers. The activity we have outlined in this statement is also intended to support their needs, regardless of whether they are disadvantaged or not. 
We aspire to provide every students to have the opportunity to make excellent progress and realise their full potential. Our aim is to provide high quality teaching, with a focus on areas in which disadvantaged pupils require the most support. This is proven to have the greatest impact on closing the disadvantage attainment gap and at the same time will benefit the non-disadvantaged pupils in our school. Implicit in the intended outcomes detailed below, is the intention that non-disadvantaged pupils’ attainment will be sustained and improved alongside progress for their disadvantaged peers. 
We aim to remove barriers to learning and offer targeted support and advice to improve the knowledge, skills and understanding of the curriculum. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve that goal, including progress for those who are already high attainers. 
Enrich students’ lives through new opportunities and a creative curriculum
We endeavour to provide every student with opportunities to experience learning outside the ‘classroom’ and to develop a variety of life skills that will help them to be socially aware and develop confidence. We want students to have high aspirations and learn to be comfortable in a range of environments and circumstances. 


Encourage excellence 
We aim to offer behavioural and social support, as well as rewarding consistent excellence and sustained improvement to create safe and supportive learning environments for all students. 
Ensure there is no hardship that hinders learning 
We believe that all students should have all the equipment, uniform, resources and technology they need to succeed in education. Additionally, we want pupils to feel safe on the journey to and from school, as well as at school and have excellent attendance and punctuality. 
Our strategy is also integral to wider school plans for education excellence, notably in its targeted support through our internal tutoring programme. 
Our approach will be responsive to common challenges and individual needs, rooted in robust diagnostic assessment, not assumptions about the impact of disadvantage. The approaches we have adopted complement each other to help pupils excel. To ensure they are effective we will: 
· Ensure disadvantaged pupils are challenged in the work that they’re set
· Act early to intervene at the point need is identified 
· Adopt a whole school approach in which all staff take responsibility for disadvantaged pupils’ outcomes and raise expectations of what they can achieve 
· Achieve equal to or above similar students nationally 
· Achieve average English and Maths (for non-disadvantaged pupils) for similar schools (from previous strategy statement) 
· Improve attendance to close the gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils. 
· Ensure that disadvantaged students engagement with extra-curricular activities is similar to non-disadvantaged students. 
· Ensure 100% of disadvantaged pupils enter further education/training


Challenges
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils.
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
	Attendance
Our attendance data  for 2024-2025 shows that attendance is lower for disadvantaged students than non-disadvantaged students in every year group.
Additionally, in 2024-2025 more disadvantage students than non-disadvantaged students were ‘persistently absent’ in every year group apart from Year 10. Our assessments and observations indicate that absenteeism is negatively impacting disadvantaged pupils’ progress.

	2
	SEMH
Our assessments (e.g. AP1 Dec 2024 and AP2 July 2025), observations and discussions with pupils and families have identified social and emotional issues for many pupils such as anxiety and low self-esteem. These challenges particularly affect disadvantaged pupils, including their attainment.

Teacher referrals for support remain high especially for disadvantaged students.

In 2024-2025:
· 40% of our referrals to well-being/school nurse were for disadvantaged students
· 60% of our referrals to social care (MARFS and Early Help) were for disadvantaged students
· 67% of our referrals to the police were for disadvantaged students

	3
	Relationships between parents/carers and the school
Attendance data from our ‘Parents’ Evenings’ shows that disadvantaged students’ parents are less likely to attend than those of non-disadvantaged students. 

For example, at the 2025 Y8 ‘Parents’ Evening’ parent/carer attendance was 65% for disadvantaged students and 79% for non-disadvantaged students, gap of 14%.

	4
	Attitude to Learning
Our Attitude to Learning Data indicates that there is a gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged students. 

ATL HT 6

	
	Number
	APS
	On Target %
	Ave ATL
	%5+ High ATL
	%1+ Low ATL
	Total 1+ Low ATL

	Y7PP
Y7 Non PP
	32
142
	4.00
4.48
	55%
60%
	2.37
2.50
	50%
70%
	28%
10%
	9
14

	Y8 PP
Y8 Non PP
	14
147
	4.97
5.48
	68%
66%
	2.12
2.41
	21%
54%
	50%
25%
	7
37

	Y9 PP
Y9 Non PP
	23
140
	5.80
6.43
	66%
64%
	2.33
2.45
	48%
70%
	22%
22%
	5
5



	
	Number
	Att 8
	Pro 8
	Ebacc P8
	EM +5%
	ATL

	Y10 PP
Y10 Non PP
	21
139
	41.43
53.92
	0.23
0.69
	0.25
0.83
	29%
55%
	2.07
2.30

	Y11 PP
Y11 Non PP
	25
128
	41.48
55.98
	0.49
1.06
	0.53
1.45
	32%
61%
	2.18
2.22


 NB: Y11 = St Benedict’s GCSE Exams Analysis 24-25 (Y11 ATL = HT 4)




	5
	Numeracy/Maths – GCSE Results 2025

	[bookmark: _Hlk216112934]
	Total
	APS
	VA
	On Target%
	9-7%
	9-4%

	Non PP
	128
	5.04
	0.49
	59%
	16%
	84%

	PP
	25
	3.56
	-0.26
	35%
	4%
	52%




The attainment of disadvantaged pupils in maths GCSE is generally lower than that of their peers (2025 PP APS 3.56 Non PP APS 5.04; Value Added PP -0.26 Non PP 0.49; PP 9-7 4% Non PP 16%; PP 9-4 52% Non PP 84%) and teacher diagnostic assessments suggest that many pupils particularly struggle with problem solving tasks. 
[bookmark: _Hlk153444940]Assessments on entry to year 7 indicate that a higher percentage of our disadvantaged pupils arrive below age-related expectations than non-disadvantaged. Subsequent internal and external assessments show that this gap widens during pupils’ time at our school.

	6
	Literacy/English

Assessments (NGRT Digital), observations and discussion with KS3 pupils indicate that, in most academic year groups, disadvantaged pupils generally have lower levels of reading comprehension than peers. This impacts their progress in all subjects. 

NGRT Digital assessments on entry to year 7 in 2025 indicated that 15% of our disadvantaged pupils arrived below age-related expectations compared to 7% of all students. 

English Lang – GCSE Results 2025

	
	Total
	APS
	VA
	On Target%
	9-7%
	9-4%

	Non PP
	128
	5.22
	0.72
	56%
	24%
	80%

	PP
	25
	4.52
	0.39
	48%
	12%
	68%



External assessments suggest that this trend continues up to Key Stage 4 (except for value added). For example, 2025 English Language GCSE Results (PP APS 4.52 Non PP APS 5.22: PP Value Added 0.39; Non PP Value Added 0.72; PP 9-7 8% Non PP 9-7 24%; PP 9-4 68% Non PP 80%).


	7
	Extra-curricular activities
Our Extracurricular Participation Analysis for 2024-2025 indicated that fewer disadvantaged students attended extra-curricular clubs than non-disadvantaged students.  






	
	HT1
	HT2
	HT3
	HT4
	HT5
	HT6

	Y7
	PP 69%
Non PP 76%
	PP 51%
Non PP 69%
	PP 40%
Non PP 55%
	PP 40%
Non PP 61%
	
	

	Y8
	PP 7%
Non PP 41%
	PP 14%
Non PP 43%
	PP 14%
Non PP 27%
	PP 7%
Non PP 28%
	
	

	Y9
	PP 29%
Non PP 40%
	PP 50%
Non PP 64%
	PP 33%
Non PP 66%
	PP 30%
Non PP 66%
	
	

	Y10
	PP 35%
Non PP 25%
	PP 20%
Non PP 24%
	PP 36%
Non PP 38%
	PP 29%
Non PP 40%
	
	

	Y11
	PP 23%
Non PP 31%
	PP 16%
Non PP 39%
	PP 52%
Non PP 70%
	PP 38%
Non PP 54%
	
	





Extracurricular Participation Analysis – HT 4 Overview

	
	Number
	Students Enrolled in club
	% Enrolled in 1+ Club
	Average Clubs

	PP
	127
	39
	31%
	0.64

	Non PP
	872
	361
	41%
	0.73




	[bookmark: _Toc443397160]8
	Post 16 education
A very small minority of pupils including disadvantaged pupils are not in education or employment for at least two terms after study or are recorded as destination unknown. 

Pupil destinations (2023 leavers)

	
	St Benedict’s
	England

	Pupils staying in education for at least 2 terms after KS 4
	92%
	86%

	Pupils in apprenticeships for at least 6 months after KS 4
	1%
	3%

	Pupils staying in employment for at least 2 terms after KS 4
	1%
	3%

	Pupils not staying in education or employment for at least 2 terms after KS 4
	3%
	6%



 





Intended outcomes 
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.
	Intended outcome
	Success criteria

	To achieve and sustain improved attendance for all pupils, particularly our disadvantaged pupils.
	Sustained high attendance by 2026/27 demonstrated by improved attendance figures for disadvantaged students and a narrower gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged students’ attendance; as well as a reduction in the percentage of disadvantaged students who are persistently absent.

	To achieve and sustain improved wellbeing for all pupils, including those who are disadvantaged.
	Sustained high levels of wellbeing by 2026/27 demonstrated by:
· qualitative data from student voice, student and parent surveys and teacher observations.
a significant increase in participation in enrichment activities, particularly among disadvantaged pupils. Tutors will target students on the pupil premium register to boost participation.    

	To foster stronger relationships between parents/carers and the school
	Increased dialogue with parents demonstrated by:
· Regular communication with parents/carers through letters, e-mails and telephone calls
· Priority bookings for parents of disadvantaged students at parents’ evenings.
· Opportunity to speak to PP co-ordinator at parents’ evenings
· Opportunity to speak to PP co-ordinator at Y11 Academic Tutoring evening
Increased attendance at parents’ evenings

	To achieve and sustain improved Attitude to Learning scores for all pupils, particularly our disadvantaged pupils.
	Teacher reports and class observations suggest disadvantaged pupils are more able to monitor and regulate their own learning. This finding will be supported by improved Attitude to Learning scores across all classes and subjects.

	To achieve and sustain improved performance in Maths, particularly for our disadvantaged pupils.
	Assessment Point tests and GCSE results will demonstrate improved numeracy skills among disadvantaged pupils and a smaller disparity between the scores of disadvantaged pupils and their non-disadvantaged peers. Teachers should also have recognised this improvement through engagement in lessons and book scrutiny.

	To achieve and sustain improved literacy, particularly for our disadvantaged pupils.
	Reading comprehension tests (NGRT Digital) and English GCSE results will demonstrate improved comprehension skills among disadvantaged pupils and a smaller disparity between the scores of disadvantaged pupils and their non-disadvantaged peers. Teachers should also have recognised this improvement through engagement in lessons and book scrutiny.

	To achieve and sustain improved figures for attendance of Extracurricular activities. 
	Extracurricular analysis will show improved figures for enrolment in 1+ club and attendance. 

	To achieve and sustain improved figures for disadvantaged students receiving funding for music/LAMDA lessons.
	Improved figures for disadvantaged students receiving funding for music/LAMDA lessons.

	To achieve and sustain improved figures for post 16 education
	Priority careers appointments for disadvantaged students. 



Activity in this academic year
This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium funding this academic year to address the challenges listed above.
Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention)
Budgeted cost: £80,000 
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Retention of Second in Department in Maths – to help manage and run intervention sessions.
	The DfE non-statutory KS3 guidance has been produced in conjunction with the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics, drawing on evidence-based approaches: 
Teaching mathematics at key stage 3 - GOV.UK
Teaching mathematics at key stage 3 To teach maths well, teachers need to assess pupils’ prior knowledge and understanding effectively, employ manipulatives and representations, teach problem solving strategies, and help pupils to develop more complex mental models: Improving Mathematics in Key Stages 2 and 3.
Improving Mathematics in Key Stages 2 and 3 | EEF

	1,5

	Purchase of standardised diagnostic assessments (NGRT). 
Training will be provided for staff to ensure assessments are interpreted correctly.
	Standardised tests (e.g. NGRT Digital) can indicate areas for development for individual pupils, or across classes and year groups:
Diagnostic assessment | EEF
	1,5,8

	Retention of a whole school Literacy Lead and Literacy and Reading Champion.  Improving literacy in all subject areas in line with recommendations in the EEF Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools guidance.
The Head of English has introduced an English Intervention in the form of Guided Reading. She has also introduced Reading Weeks to encourage reading for pleasure; as well as piloting subject specific word banks. These initiatives will continue to be developed in this academic year.

	Acquiring disciplinary literacy is key for students as they learn new, more complex concepts in each subject:
Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools
Reading comprehension, vocabulary and other literacy skills are heavily linked with attainment in all subjects:
word-gap (Oxford University Press)
	1,6,8

	Development of ‘World at Work’, careers fair and careers input within all subject areas – led by Head of Careers. The purpose of this is to motivate and inspire PP students in their learning.
	Providing high quality careers guidance can provide pupils with aims which can improve attendance and outcomes.
1041_Gatsby toolkit for Schools_V16.pdf
	8

	Ensuring that all lessons are available on OneNote to enable all students including disadvantaged students have access to high quality notes/materials particularly if they miss lessons through absence.

Promoting increased usage of GCSEPod for KS4 students.
	Using digital technology effectively can help to boost outcomes.
Using Digital Technology to Improve Learning | EEF
	1,2,3,4,6,7,8

	Increased focus on disadvantaged students in book scrutinies and learning walks. 
	There is evidence that learning walks can improve teaching and learning.
Strategies for disadvantaged students
	1,2,4,5,6,



Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, structured interventions) 
Budgeted cost: £20,000
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Embedding good practice set out in DfE’s guidance on Attendance Officer/Pastoral Support Officers and Senior Progress Leads will continue to work to improve attendance.
	The DfE guidance has been informed by engagement with schools that have significantly reduced persistent absence levels.
working together to improve school attendance.


	1,2,6,7,8

	Provide a targeted guided reading programme as a reading intervention for disadvantaged pupils who need additional help to comprehend texts and address vocabulary gaps. SEND PP students will continue to have targeted literacy lessons using both reciprocal reading and rapid reading.

To continue with the Laetare revision programme to encourage Year 11 students to attend revision sessions.

To provide free places to Y11 students on the Pupil Premium register to attend Easter Revision School.
	Tuition targeted at specific needs and knowledge gaps can be an effective method to support low attaining pupils or those falling behind, both one-to-one:
One to one tuition | Teaching and Learning Toolkit | EEF
And in small groups:
Small group tuition | Teaching and Learning Toolkit | EEF
	1,2,4,8

	Internal Maths intervention to provide a blend of tuition, mentoring and school-led tutoring for pupils who have been identified as in need of extra support. A significant proportion of the pupils who receive tutoring will be disadvantaged.
	Tuition targeted at specific needs and knowledge gaps can be an effective method to support low attaining pupils or those falling behind, both one-to-one:
One to one tuition | EEF (educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk)

	1,2,3,8

	Priority careers appointments for students on the pupil premium register – led by Head of Careers to provide students with direction and aspirational goals. 
	Careers guidance and access for education and training providers - GOV.UK

1041_Gatsby toolkit for Schools_V16.pdf
	6,8

	Removing financial barriers e.g. proving equipment, music lessons and revision guides.
	The EEF Guide to the Pupil Premium | EEF states that removing barriers to learning is key element in helping disadvantaged students make progress. 
	1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8

	Provision of subject specific resources for Art and DT Food
	The EEF Guide to the Pupil Premium | EEF states that removing barriers to learning is key element in helping disadvantaged students make progress. 
	1,2,6,7

	Extra-curricular clubs and cultural trips 
	As well as being valuable in itself, arts participation can have a positive impact on wellbeing and education outcomes, including English and maths, when interventions are linked to academic targets.
Arts participation | Teaching and Learning Toolkit | EEF
	1,2,6,7



Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing)
Budgeted cost: £24,110
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Retention of the School Attendance Officer, Assistant Headteacher – Behaviour and Pastoral, Pupil Premium Coordinator and Senior Progress Leaders to monitor and improve attendance – including initiatives such as ‘Desert Fridays’,
	There is evidence that a combination of monitoring, communication, mentoring and use of incentives/disincentives can improve attendance. 
Attendance-REA-report.pdf
	1

	The school will continue to use (and extend the use of) the Boxall Profile, Snap-B and the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire – Youth in Mind which are already in use by the Director of Inclusive Education

The SENCO and Director of Student Welfare will continue to refer students in needs of support to Special Educational Services (SES) who provide Social, Emotional Mental Health support (SEMH) and our pastoral support workers.
	There is evidence to suggest that CBT can have a high impact on risk behaviours and behavioural difficulties:
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (Youth Endowment Fund)
Early Intervention Foundation’s report on adolescent mental health found good evidence that CBT interventions support young people’s social and emotional skills and can reduce symptoms of anxiety and depression: 
Adolescent mental health: A systematic review on the effectiveness of school-based interventions
	1,2

	Music lessons fully funded for students on the PP register and funding available depending on individual circumstances for extra-curricular clubs and cultural trips
	As well as being valuable in itself, arts participation can have a positive impact on education outcomes when the interventions are linked to academic targets.
Arts participation | Teaching and Learning Toolkit | EEF
	1,2,3,4,7,8

	Breakfast club – cereal bars and fruit juices made available in the LRC and pastoral support workers 
	There is some evidence that breakfast clubs can help to improve educational outcomes as well as attendance and behaviour.
Magic Breakfast - trial | EEF
	1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8

	Contingency fund for acute issues.

	Based on our experiences and those of similar schools to ours, we have identified a need to set a small amount of funding aside to respond quickly to needs that have not yet been identified.
	All



Total budgeted cost: £ [insert sum of 3 amounts stated above]
Part B: Review of the previous academic year
Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils
	We have analysed the performance of our school’s disadvantaged pupils during the 2024/25 academic year using Key Stage 4 performance data and our own internal assessments, drawing on national assessment data and our own internal summative and formative assessments.
Attendance – 2024-2025
	2024-2025 Academic Year Attendance Figures for Disadvantaged Pupils

	
	All
	Y7
	Y8
	Y9
	Y10
	Y11

	St B’s All
	92.95
	95.55
	95.35
	93.14
	91.53
	89.19

	St B’s PP 
	91.55
	92.96
	92.68
	92.29
	90.98
	88.85

	Gap
	1.4
	2.59
	2.67
	0.85
	0.55
	0.34



	2024-2025 Academic Year Persistent Absence Figures for Disadvantaged Pupils

	
	All
	Y7
	Y8
	Y9
	Y10
	Y11

	St B’s All
	
	9.36
	8.33
	13.66
	19.11
	17.41

	St B’s PP 
	
	17.52
	16.74
	17.9
	22.71
	35.85

	Gap
	
	8.16
	8.41
	-4.24
	-3.6
	-8.15



Attendance data shows that disadvantaged students at St Benedict’s have lower attendance than non-disadvantaged students and a higher percentage of persistent absence. St Benedict’s covers a large catchment area with many students taking long bus journeys to and from school, which can make it more difficult for students to attend, particularly disadvantaged students. 
In the summer term of the academic year 2024 St Benedict’s introduced ‘Golden Ticket Friday’ as an extra incentive for students to attend school, which seemed to have positive but unquantifiable impact. 




Academic achievement
	
	St B’s All students
	St B’s Non PP
	St B’s PP
	National
	National Non-PP
	National PP
	St B’s Gap/Non PP
	St B’s Gap/National PP

	Att 8 
	49.8
	53.81
	28.9
	45.9
	50.3
	34
	24.91
	-5.1

	Pro 8
	0.76
	0.86
	0.17
	
	
	
	0.69
	

	Maths P8
	0.42
	0.54
	-0.25
	
	
	
	0.79
	

	Eng P8
	0.65
	0.69
	0.41
	
	
	
	0.28
	

	Ebacc P8
	1.13
	1.28
	0.37
	
	
	
	0.91
	

	Ebacc APS
	4.6
	5.01
	2.54
	4.08
	4.49
	3.0
	2.47
	-0.46

	EM+5%
	49.7%
	56%
	13%
	45.2%
	52.8%
	25.6%
	43%
	-12.6%

	EM+4%
	71.7%
	80%
	26.1%
	40.5%
	
	
	54%
	



The Att 8 data demonstrates that non-disadvantaged students at St Benedict’s perform considerably better than the national average; but that disadvantaged students Attainment 8 was lower than disadvantaged students nationally. However, St Benedict’s Attainment 8 figure includes several students who joined the school in Year 11 who either didn’t attend school or had extremely low attendance, which had an adverse impact on the overall figure.
The data demonstrated that our school’s 2025 PP Attainment 8 was 28.9 (compared to 53.81 Non PP, gap 20.9) and our 2025 PP Progress 8 (internally calculated was 0.17 (compared to 0.86 Non PP, gap 0.69). Our school’s 2025 PP Ebacc APS was 2.54 (compared to 5.01 Non PP, gap 2.47). These figures reveal that the PP Attainment 8 gap widened in most measures between PP and non PP students compared to 2024. 2024 PP Attainment 8 was 41.04 (compared to 54.64 Non PP, gap 13.6) and 2024 PP Progress 8 was -0.25 compared to Non PP  0.31, gap 0.06. Our school’s 2024 PP Ebacc APS was 5.00 (compared to 6.73 Non PP, gap 1.73). 
Nationally, 2025 Average Disadvantaged Attainment 8 was 34 (compared to 50 for all pupils); Nationally 2025 PP Ebacc APS was 3 (compared to 4.4 for all pupils). 
•for the percentage of St Benedict’s PP students achieving grades 5 and above in English and maths compared to non PP students, the gap widened from 2023/24 (34% to 2024/25 (43%). However, the cohort contained a higher percentage of Low and Middle Prior Attainers.
• the average Attainment 8 gap between St Benedict’s PP students and non PP students widened from 16.14 points in 2023/24 to 24.91 points in 2024/25. However, the cohort contained a higher percentage of students who enrolled in Year 11 but didn’t attend school or had very low attendance. . 
• the gap widened for the EBacc APS from 1.73 points in 2023/24 to 2.47 points in 2024/25. However, the cohort contained a higher percentage of Low and Middle Prior Attainers.
Behaviour
Our assessments demonstrated that pupil behaviour improved last year, but challenges around wellbeing and mental health remain high. The impact on disadvantaged pupils has been particularly acute.
For example, in the Parent Survey Academic Year 2025 95% of responses strongly agreed or agreed with the statement ‘St Benedict’s makes sure its pupils are well-behaved, compared to 89% in 2024.  

Clubs
Analysis on extracurricular engagement for 2025 HT1 compared to 2024 HT1 indicates that engagement has increased from 40% to 60%. 

Music/LAMDA Lessons
In the academic year 2024-2025 St Benedict’s provided music lessons for 10 disadvantaged students and LAMDA lessons for 3 disadvantaged students. 

Breakfast Club
The breakfast club has regularly provided breakfasts for between 5-13 students each week.

Next steps
We have reviewed our strategy plan and made changes to how we intend to use some of our budget this academic year. In particular, we will focus on closing the gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils at KS4 by focusing on improving the attendance of disadvantaged students through a concerted effort involving the Attendance Officer, Assistant headteacher responsible for behaviour and attendance, the Pupil Premium coordinator, the Senior Progress Leads and Pastoral Support Officers. Following on from the success of ‘Golden Ticket Fridays’ this year the school will be running ‘Dessert Fridays’ as an incentive for students to attend school in addition to monitoring by the Senior Progress Leads and the Attendance Officer. 
We will continue to work on supporting SEMH through a coordinated approach between our Senior Progress Leaders, Pastoral Support Officers and pastoral teams. 
We will work on improving our relationship with parents/carers through regular communication led by the Pupil Premium Coordinator. 
In order to close the gaps in academic performance (and ATL reports) by disadvantaged students and non-disadvantaged students the PP coordinator will work closely with the Senior Progress Leads to monitor underperforming students and ensure that strategies such as reports and academic interventions take place. 
We will continue to work on improving students’ progress in English and Maths through interventions. 
We will continue to promote students’ use of OneNote to support absence, aid revision and provide stretch and challenge.
We will continue to encourage disadvantaged students to attend revision sessions, alongside the Laetare revision initiative: as well as continuing to promote the use of GCSEPod. 
Additionally, we will continue to push for increased attendance of extra-curricular clubs by disadvantaged students. 
We will continue to support Post-16 outcomes through targeted careers advice. 



Externally provided programmes
Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you used your pupil premium to fund in the previous academic year. 
	Programme
	Provider

	NGRT
	GL Assessment

	GCSEPod
	GCEPod

	KOOTH (Online Mental Health Wellbeing Community)
	KOOTH PLC



Service pupil premium funding (optional)
	For schools that receive this funding, you may wish to provide the following information: How our service pupil premium allocation was spent last academic year

	SPP was used to assign a staff member to act as a Service Children Liaison Officer to plan:
· Acting as the main point of contact for service families.

	The impact of that spending on service pupil premium eligible pupils

	We have observed that these provisions have helped service children to feel supported at St Benedict’s.  



Further information (optional)
	Use this space to provide any further information about your pupil premium strategy. For example, about your strategy planning, implementation and evaluation, or other activity that you are delivering to support disadvantaged pupils that is not dependent on pupil premium funding.
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